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Bowlers from the Fredericton club enjoyed a relatively subdued winter, but that didn’t mean they were’t anxiously waiting for
spring to arrive in full force for bowling to begin. To that end, twenty-one members came together to enjoy breakfast on
Valentine’s Day at Porter’s Diner, to dream together of short jacks and crowded houses.

Some of those who gathered were, left to right, Rhoda Flynn, Jeanne MacDonald, Pat Beggs, Gloria McLaughlin, Cheryl
Mulholland, Doreen Smith, Janet Brooks, and Louise Chapman.

Sam Snead's restaurant at the Kingswood Golf Club was once again the location for the
semi annual meeting of the Fredericton Lawn Bowling Club, held on April 25. Eighteen
members who gathered discussed a number of items on the agenda. Two were of

particular interest.
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An amendment to the constitution was passed which will give the club
the power to refuse membership to anyone who has displayed prior

behavior as deemed disreputable by a majority of board members.

“Amendment: Article IX, section (f): The Board of Directors shall have
absolute discretion to refuse any Application for Membership from any
individual which in the opinion of a majority of the Board of Directors does not
meet the objectives of Safe Sport NB and Article II of the Club’s Constitution.”

President Janet Brooks stood 1o preside while Secretary Walter Steeves sat to

take minutes

Also approved at the meeting was an increase in club fees for the
coming season. These increases were noted in particular on the
membership sign-up form which were available for completion at the

Opening Day festivities on Saturday, May 11.



The club had been spruced up and made ready for the
summer when a couple of new members joined as many
returning ones arrived at the club for the start of the 2024

sc€ason.
Treasurer Jane Howell (front)

receives membership forms from
Nikki Ingrabam (back) and
Bonnie Hebb (right) during
Opening Day activities.

Two games of triples and one of doubles were put together

to begin the afternoon.

Veronica McGinn (center) explains the game

to her husband, Chrés O’Connell, a potential
bow ler, as her father, coach Leroy McGinn (right)
keeps a close eye.

Coach Leroy McGinn and daughter Veronica introduced the game to two potential

members on a rink.

When all the play was complete,
the BBQ commenced and

everyone was well fed.




Alction on May 20, the first night
of social bowling

Now that the season has begun,
the usual Monday evening
social bowling attracted a

large number of members.

Then came the President's Trophy for Fours,
won by the team of Cheryl Mulholland, skip,
Yves Martin, mate, Janet Brooks, second, and
Anita Graves, lead. It opened the club's

tournaments.

right: Janet Brooks bowls on mat while Anita
Graves sits and Yves Martin stands to watch. Tim

McFadzen (in red) waits bis turn

When the Lois Graham Mixed Triples was won by the team of Tim McFadzen, skip,
Doreen Smith, mate, and Yves Martin, lead, the round of tournaments was complete and

the club’s league play began.

Participants layout protective screens before play in the

Lois Grabham tournament




With the tremendous help of our local MP, Jenica Atwin, the FLBC applied for and
received a federal New Horizons grant totalling nearly $25,000, to be used for two new
projects. The club will initiate )
“Fitness for Seniors and Social
Interaction” and “Let's Start
Bowling”, both designed to
introduce seniors in Fredericton to
lawn bowling, with a goal to assist
them in their good health as much as

to increase the membership numbers
of the club.

- submitted photo

President Janet receives New Horizon grant cheque from
Fredericton MP Jenica Atwin

The funds will be used primarily to promote
the programs, and to purchase new
| equipment - bowls, jacks, mats, etc - to

accommodate the influx of expected bowlers.

With this issue, we begin a new addition to Jack Chatter. “Did You Know” will be a
regular feature in each edition. Veronica McGinn will offer information on the game and
how it’s played, explanations of a few rules and game etiquette, reasons for some hard-to-
understand decisions, etc. We hope you will find this initiative helpful and informative. If
there is anything you find confusing about lawn bowls, or wish you understood better,

mention it to Veronica. Maybe she can help.



DID YOU KNOW
The “green” is the area of play which consists of 6 to 8 lanes (rink)
Each “lane” is 4.3 — 5.8 m wide and 32m to 40m long
A 2-metre mark defines the closest the leading edge of the mat can be to the
ditch’s edge and the maximum distance at the other end of the rink where the jack

may be positioned.

The end of the rink with the jack and all the delivered bowls that are in play is
the “head”.

The head is set up by tossing a small ball called a “jack” down the rink.

The “hog line” is an imaginary line 21 metres in front of the mat, which is the

minimum distance a jack must be thrown in order to start an end.

Once the jack crosses the hog line it is picked up and positioned in the centre

of the rink and play can begin.

With extreme sadness, we at Jack Chatter commemorate this issue to our
longtime good friend and fellow member, Pat Beggs, who passed away on
May 31st. Everyone in our club knew of Pat's undying love of lawn
bowling, his amazing success in the sport, and the endless hours he
devoted to this club and the others in Bowls NB Boulingrin. No one will
ever replace Pat but we at FLBC will move forward in his honour.
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n Visit Fredericton Lawn Bowling Club on Facebook for more news about club activities



